
H.I.S. 5th grade Suggested Summer Reading List 

 

The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks 

It's Omri's birthday, but all he gets from his best friend, Patrick, is a little plastic Indian toy. 
Trying to hide his disappointment, Omri puts the Indian in a metal cupboard and locks the 
door with a mysterious skeleton key that once belonged to his great-grandmother. Little 
does Omri know that by turning the key, he will transform his ordinary plastic Indian into a 
real live man from an altogether different time and place! Omri and the tiny warrior called 
Little Bear could hardly be more different, yet soon the two forge a very special friendship.  

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli 

Jeffery Lionel Magee aka “Maniac Magee” is an orphan whose parents died in a trolley 
accident when he was three. Without a home, he moves in with his aunt and uncle who 
dislike each other to the point of not communicating. While living with them, Maniac runs 
away during a school musical never to return. 

Restart by Gordon Korman 

The story begins with eighth-grader Chase Ambrose waking up in the hospital with amnesia. 
His mother, whom he doesn't recognize, informs him that he fell off the roof of their house. 
Chase not only doesn't remember that—he remembers nothing of his 13 years. 

One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video Arcade, he has grown 
accustomed to humans watching him through the glass walls of his domain. He rarely 
misses his life in the jungle. In fact, he hardly ever thinks about it at all. 

11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass 

11 Birthdays is about a girl named Amanda. She has a best friend named Leo. They have been 
inseparable by birth. They have the exact same birthday, born in the same hospital, and they 
have shared every single birthday party together until this year. 

Holes by Louis Sachar 

Holes is about an unlucky teenage boy named Stanley Yelnats, who is sent to Camp Green 
Lake, a juvenile corrections facility in a desert in Texas, after being falsely accused of theft. 

Almost Home by Joann Bauer 

Taking place mostly in the inner city of Chicago, Illinois, it follows a twelve-year-old girl 
named Sugar Mae Cole who struggles to escape poverty in Missouri after the death of her 
grandfather. 

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 

Bridge to Terabithia is about Jess Aarons and Leslie Burke, two fifth-graders who become 
friends and create an imaginary land called Terabithia, where they can go to forget about 
their problems. The book deals with themes of friendship, childhood, and being an 
individual. 

Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson 

Each Kindness is a wake-up call to the harsh realities of bullying. This story follows the life 
of Chloe and Maya in an elementary school setting. Maya is the new girl in class who enters 
into the classroom of the main character, Chloe. 



Ellie Ever by Nancy Patterson 

Ellie and her mother lost everything in the hurricane: their home, their family business, 
and, tragically, Ellie's dad. They get a chance at a new life when Ellie's mom gets a job 
apprenticing as a farrier and managing a horse farm in Virginia. Ellie has a scholarship 
to Twin Creeks Preparatory School, where her snobby classmates aren't friendly at 
all--until a rumor begins that Ellie is actually a princess! Suddenly Ellie is the school's 
most popular girl. But what will happen when the truth comes out? 

The Great Unexpected by Sharon Creech 

The book is narrated by Naomi, an orphan, about age 12, who lives in a small (fictional) 
American town called Blackbird Tree with her guardians, Nula and Joe. One day, Naomi 
encounters the mysterious Finn, a boy who seems to be injured after falling from a tree. 

Glory Be by Augusta Scattergood 

Longing to return to the days when her sister had more time and her best friendship with 
Frankie was less complicated. Glory, of 1964 Mississippi, meets a new girl from the North 
who riles up a community debate about whether or not to keep the segregated public pool 
open. 

Soccerland by Beth Choat 

Flora and her mom had created a place called Soccerland, an escape world in which they 
ignore the beeping cancer machines and just talk soccer. And now Floras dream of playing 
for the U.S.A. just might be coming true. Floras received the. That's what Flora Dupre 
promised her mom before she died of cancer. 

Shiloh by Phyllis Naylor 

Shiloh is about an eleven-year-old boy who finds a dog near his house in West Virginia. The 
boy, Marty Preston, wants to keep the dog and names him Shiloh. Marty thinks that the dog 
has been abused. He finds out that the dog belongs to his neighbor, Judd Travers. 

The 100-year-old secret by Tracy Barrett 

Middle-grade readers are introduced to Xena Holmes, 12, and her younger brother, Xander, 
who have a penchant for games. The siblings accompany their mother, a product tester, on a 
year-long stay in London. 

The Summer Before Boys by Nora Raleigh Baskin 

The Summer Before Boys is a pretty short and very sweet story about a normal girl, Julia, 
who's just beginning her early years as a teenager and whose mother is serving in the 
National Guard, away from home, in Iraq, a country where soldiers (and civilians too) die too 
easily for Julia's liking. 

Troublemaker by Andrew Clements 

This book talks about a boy who loves making trouble. He loves to make fun of people, not 
bullying them, just having fun. But when his older brother got into serious trouble and went 
to prison, he told his younger brother,Clayton Hensley, the troublemaker, that he should 
change his ways and become a better person. 

Waiting for Normal by Leslie Connor 

The story centers on twelve-year-old Addison “Addie” Schmeeter. When she was three her 
father died, and Addie was left in the care of her unstable mother. 

 


